
ST PAUL MALMESBURY WITHOUT PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 25th March 2026 
at 19:00 in Crudwell Village Hall

Present:	Cllrs Hatherell (Chair), Briggs, Clogg, Ingham, Jones, Maslin, Merriman, Newman, Sorby and Stephens 

Public:	None 

139	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
	Cllrs Budgen, Panting and Smith 

140	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE COUNCIL’S CODE OF CONDUCT
 	None								       
141	PUBLIC QUESTION TIME IN RESPECT OF ITEMS OF BUSINESS INCLUDED ON THE AGENDA
	Cllr Ingham highlighted that responses to the WC Briefing Note 26-03 Service Devolution and Asset Transfer Policy, received and circulated earlier in the day, were due by 5pm on 10th April.  It was agreed that comments, copied to all, should be sent to the Clerk by Monday 6th April and would be discussed at the finance meeting.
Action: All  
	The Clerk reported that the council’s mobile phone was faulty and had been sent off for repair.  The website contact page has been updated advising contact via email.  
	Cllr Newman reported that the dog waste bin in Arches Lane is faulty.  Cllr Hatherell was aware and he will check this one and the faulty Milbourne bin.                                                                       Action: Cllr Hatherell

142	TO ADOPT THE MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING ON 25th FEBRUARY 2026
	The minutes of the parish council meeting on the 25th February 2026 were adopted as a true record and signed accordingly.   
       
143	TO RECEIVE REPORT #03.1 ON PLANNING UPDATES AND REVIEW NEW APPLICATIONS 
[bookmark: _Hlk65148512]Cllr Hatherell presented Report #03.1.  Full comments submitted by the council can be viewed online at Wiltshire Council under the relevant application reference.   
	Site
	Reference
	Comments

	Home Farm, Corston, SN16 0EW
	PL/2026/00930
	Objection

	Land to the North of Whychurch Farm and West of Crudwell Road, Malmesbury
	PL/2025/02257
	Objection

	8 Storey Mews, SN16 0FH
	PL/2026/01364
	No objection

	Buckley Barracks, Church Lane, Lower Stanton St Quintin, SN14 6BT
	PL/2026/00994
	No objection


Action: Cllr Hatherell  & Clerk
                                    								                                                                                                                                                          
144	FINANCIAL REPORTS		         
The RFO presented the accounts for the year to date.  The bank statement dated 27th February was noted and showed balances of £2,762.72 and £43,065.94 and matched the reconciliation statement. The reconciliations and the original bank statements were signed as correct by the Vice Chair as evidence of verification.  The RFO presented the payments schedule.  The schedule was approved and Cllr Hatherell signed the list of payments for authorisation as per supporting evidence; Cllr Jones first authoriser, Cllr  Clogg second authoriser.                                                                                 
Action: Cllrs Jones, Clogg and Clerk 



	Payment No.
	Payee Details
	Reason
	Amount (£)

	1
	James Hinwood
	Tree works at Corston Local Nature Reserve
	£750.00

	2
	The Landscape Group Ltd
	Waste collection February 2026
	£468.00

	3
	Hathaway Gardenscapes Ltd
	Grass cutting March 26
	£232.50

	4
	Friends of Riverside
	Hall hire - annual appraisal - 17.3.2026
	£7.00

	5
	R J & S H Mellowes
	Q4 HWA, notebooks, travel expenses, overtime 
	£290.13

	6
	HMRC Cumbernauld
	Qtr 4 2025-26 Employer’s National Insurance 
	£67.41

	7
	Jennifer Cole Accountancy Limited
	Payroll services from April 2026 to March 2027
	£180.00

	
	
	TOTAL
	£1995.04



145	TO CONSIDER ARRANGEMENTS/DATE FOR THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING
Cllr Hatherell proposed the Annual Parish Meeting be held at 18:30 on Wednesday 22nd April and the Parish Council Meeting to follow at 19:00. All agreed.  Cllr Smith will be asked to provide a Wiltshire Council update and Ann Skinner a Corston LNR update. 							     Action: Clerk  

146	TO NOTE THE DATE/TIME FOR THE ANNUAL COUNCIL MEETING 
Cllr Hatherell proposed the Annual Council Meeting be held at 1900 on Wednesday 27th May and the Parish Council Meeting to follow at 19:15, this was unanimously agreed.			                                                                                                     					                                                                                                    
147	TO RECEIVE VERBAL REPORT ON CORSTON LOCAL NATURE RESERVE
Although the council is in agreement with the recent minor amendment to the fence line at the Corston LNR and the markers showing where the existing fence was, Cllr Hatherell reported that there was a need to make sure and establish that all the necessary documentation for the LNR is in place.  Cllr Ingham queried whether the insurance policy covers volunteers working at the LNR; the Clerk to check this.  Cllr Hatherell also suggested appropriate signage/disclaimer on the gate.                                                                  Action: Clerk
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   
[bookmark: _Hlk201312218]148	VERBAL UPDATE ON COLLABORATING WITH HULLAVINGTON PC TO PRODUCE A CATCHMENT-WIDE PLAN FOR THE GAUZEBROOK 
Cllr Hatherell reported that he had met with Cllr Atkey from Hullavington PC regarding the proposed survey of the Gauzebrook.  Cllr Atkey hopes that the majority of the funding will come from WC, with the remaining costs (yet to be identified and agreed) to be split between the two parish councils.                 Action: Cllr Hatherell 
                                                              
149	VERBAL UPDATE REGARDING THE OPEN FLOOR HEARING FOR THE LIME DOWN SOLAR PROJECT ON 21 APRIL IN CHIPPENHAM
	The Clerk has registered the council’s interest in speaking at the Open Floor Hearing on 21st April.  Cllr Sorby has also registered to speak regarding Rights of Way as it has been stated that significantly adverse effects to a bridleway cannot be mitigated further.  The Clerk reported that the council also needs to check that its Relevant Representations have been answered and to respond to the IGP responses by 1st May 2026.  It is hoped that as many as possible will either attend the Open Hearing or watch it online.      Action:  Cllr Budgen
                                                                                                                                                                                                                   
150	TO CONSIDER USING SOCIAL MEDIA FOR COUNCIL ANNOUNCEMENTS
	Cllr Hatherell explained that this would primarily be for one-way parish council communications (newsletters etc) and would not be for responses, but at the end of the post it could direct people to the council website. Cllr Maslin reported that it is an effective means of communication and there are 10,000 subscribers in groups around Malmesbury.  With a closed group people cannot comment, so it is just for providing information.  Cllr Hatherell stated that a social media administrator is needed and asked for volunteers.  Social media skills training opportunities for councillors are listed in the recent WALC newsletter.      


151	TO RECEIVE VERBAL REPORTS ON HIGHWAYS, PLAYING FIELDS, FOOTPATHS, PATIENTS PARTICIPATION GROUP, PERSONNEL COMMITTEE, FINANCE COMMITTEE, PROJECTS WORKING PARTY & WEBSITE WORKING PARTY
Highways - Cllr Hatherell reported that Parish Stewards are still on pothole duty but will hopefully be back on council duty in April.  
Playing Fields – Cllr Hatherell reported that both the playing fields had been checked and are in good order.    The two owl figures on the bench seat need to be treated with varnish or sealant.  The work at the Corston War Memorial is still to be completed.  					     
Footpaths – Cllr Stephens reported that the gate on the Cowbridge side of the weir had been reaffixed.  Cllr Newman reported that many stiles near Arches Lane were in a terrible state and he was asked to provide a summary that could be passed to the Cotswold Wardens.                                                Action: Cllr Newman
Patients Participation Group – nothing to report, the next meeting is in April.  
Personnel Committee – Cllr Clogg reported that the Clerk’s annual appraisal had recently taken place and an annual increment had been duly accorded.  
Finance Committee - Cllr Briggs reported that the Finance Committee would meet formally to consider other banking options.   
Projects Working Party (PWP) 
Cllr Hatherell reported that additional quotations for more traditional finger posts for Rodbourne had been received but were more expensive and another quote is awaited.  He proposed that a quote of £244 for two signs for Mill Lane plus £90 for installation be accepted, to be funded from CIL income.  All agreed.  Documentation has been received from WC for the proposed Community Asset Transfer of three pieces of land in Corston.  The information is not very detailed and it is recommended that independent legal advice is sought to take this forward.  Notes of the PWP meetings are available to councillors from the clerk. 
Action: Clerk      
Website Working Party – Cllr Clogg reported that she would set up a meeting.                  Action: Cllr Clogg
The meeting closed at 20:27

The next meeting will be held at 19:00 on Wednesday 22nd April 2026 at Crudwell Village Hall 


........................................................... Chair	.......................................................... Dated 

